[image: image1.jpg]


 Information Bulletin – Published within the framework of a East European Development Institute Project 

«Dialog with media – key to dialog between cultures»  

A Monthly In English, Russian and Ukrainian since November 2007

[image: image2.jpg]






[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.jpg]


Welcome to the twenty-sixth issue of the monthly electronic bulletin “In the same boat”, a publication on issues of dialogue between cultures and peoples covering interesting topics, debates and discussion on combating racism, anti-Semitism and xenophobia, ranging from state policies in this area to activities of international organizations, non-governmental sector and grassroots initiatives. It started as a result of a project of the East European Development Institute, with support from the Embassy of Norway in Ukraine. Then it was supported by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) project ““Promoting Cultural Dialogue in Lviv and Zakarpattya Regions of Ukraine”, funded by the Government of Canada as represented by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) through the Canada Fund for Local Initiatives (Canada Fund) from July 2008 till July 2009. Now this is part of a joint project with IOM called “Made from the same Dough”, supported by the Embassy of Switzerland in Ukraine. Opinions in this publication are that of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion or position of the IOM, Embassy of Switzerland or other organizations contracted for implementing this project. Apart from that, mentioning of trademarks or commercial goods and services in this product does not mean their approval or recommendation to use them.

Editorial

HOW YOU MAY TAKE PART IN THIS PROJECT? BE A REGULAR READER AND SUPPORT US!
If you hear or see any incident, unlawful action, cases of discrimination, violation of rights and freedoms on grounds of race, nationality, religion, on part of individuals, groups of people or institutions, please do not be indifferent. Inform the police and if you wish, inform our editorial as well. 

That way your information will reach all our readers. 

Send your news, information, and comments indicating: «Letter to the editor – In the Same Boat» 

While using materials from this publication, reference to “In the Same Boat” as an East European Development Institute project and its web-link http://www.eedi.org.ua are compulsory.

 Tel./fax: +380-44 288 01 05  E-mail: editor-sameboat@eedi.org.ua
SPECIAL FOCUS

Surkis sees a bright future for Euro-2012 under Yanukovych
President of the Football Federation of Ukraine Grigory Surkis assured that the new President of Ukraine Victor Yanukovych will continue the effective process of preparations for the final part of the European football championship in 2012. He made this remark at the inauguration ceremony of the head of state.  "I hope that the project for Ukraine, in which I am involved, will get support of Victor Yanukovych and he already did everything possible to make it happen in Ukraine. I mean Euro-2012", - said Surkis.

(Staff writer based on RBC-Ukraine)

Anti-Semitism at the height of Presidential election campaign in Ukraine
During the presidential elections in Ukraine, experts from the Center for Jewish Studies of the Jewish Forum of Ukraine monitored manifestations of xenophobia and anti-Semitism on television and radio, in the Internet publications for the month of  January 2010. For a long time in Kiev TV channel "City" showed the serial “Everyone to the debate”. There were 25 episodes filmed. The main protagonist of the serial was a Jew with Pace and the cross, very similar to the popular presenter of Ukrainian talk show Savik Shuster. All the series of parody serial were full of xenophobic and anti-Semitic overtones. The authors of the serial made a negative character - a Jew, who was allegedly trying to influence the election campaign in Ukraine. After the intervention of the leaders of Jewish organizations the serial was removed from the display. Numerous advertising billboards in various areas of Kiev and along the road “Kiev-Boryspil”, where the international airport of the capital stands, were also dismantled. Chairman of All-Ukrainian Party "New Power" Yuri Zbitnyev believes that the current presidential campaign spawned a new wave of ethnic hostility. However, the politician stressed that the rare, in his view, manifestations of anti-Semitism are highly provocative and are funded by a small group of individuals. According to Zbitnev, the issue of interethnic relations in the near future will be one of the most important. Sources of today's anti-Semitism moods are rooted in the financing of right-wing and radical Ukrainian organizations, in the influence of individual officials and literature, which is printed outside of Ukraine. In fact, the Jewish question in the history of Ukraine is very painful, and to make it a component of political rhetoric is the path to confrontation. According to Zbitnev, sources in Security Service of Ukraine confirm the fact of such funding by some authorities. In terms of political and economic crisis, financial injection into the problem of anti-Semitism can lead to catastrophic consequences - the politician believes. 27-year-old Hasid, a citizen of Israel, Matityagu Moishe was attacked in Uman. It happened at the bus station of the city, when, visiting his friend, Matityagu with another Hasid bought drinks at the kiosk. Two unidentified young men began to insult the Jews, then the fight started, during which a Hasid received a strong blow with a knife in the chest. The assailants, who attacked the Jews, fled, and Matityagu with knife wounds was taken to hospital. The stabbing touched the heart of Hassid and there was a real threat to his life. After three days of intensive treatment, his health, thanks to the efforts of local doctors, improved, and he was transferred to the ward of the city hospital. Police continued to search for the attackers. According to the descriptions of witnesses of the fight, the attackers were drunk. In Odessa a new public organization “Jews against Hurwitz” was created, acting against the activities of the Jewish mayor of the city. Some of the actions of Eduard Gurvits, according to NGO activists, repeat those people who during the Second World War caused an open wound to the Jewish people. His recent direction to  rename the street in the center of the city in honor of the famous Roman Chuprinkf (Shukhevich), the organization "Jews against Hurwitz" is going to challenge in court.  
 (Staff writer based on materials of JFU`s Press Service)  
Istanbul starts the year as European cultural capital   
On January 16-18, 2010, Istanbul launched a year of art events as it became one of three Cultural Capitals of Europe for 2010. The accolade, bestowed by the European Union, is seen by Turkey as an opportunity to reaffirm its bid to join the bloc and showcase a diverse heritage shaped by both Western and Eastern cultures. Festivities, including light shows, were organized at seven locations across the city of 14 million, symbolizing the seven hills on which ancient Istanbul was built. Several museums were to stay open until midnight. About 5,000 guests, among them ministers from some 20 European countries, attended a reception hosted by Turkish President Abdullah Gul and Premier Recep Tayyip Erdogan. “Istanbul is a European city. With its heart, its culture and civilization, its people, its past and future, it has always looked toward Europe,” Erdogan said. Istanbul has shaped European culture and has been shaped by it. This shows that not only Istanbul, but Turkey is European and should join the European Union.” Turkey began membership talks in 2005, but progress in the negotiations has been held up by frequent political disputes and opposition to the mainly Muslim country’s accession by members of the bloc, notably France and Germany. Istanbul, which once served as the capital of the Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman empires, has been designated as a cultural capital along with the German city of Essen and the Hungarian city of Pecs. The first Turkish city to be given the title, Istanbul hopes to increase the number of its visitors from 7.5 to 10 million with around 170 cultural events throughout the year. The Roman Emperor Constantine “founded” his imperial capital of Constantinople in 330, on the site of the ancient Greek city of Byzantium. First the capital of the Romans Empire in the east, then the Byzantine capital, it was conquered by the Ottoman Turks in 1453 and served as their capital until the founding of the Turkish republic in 1923, for which Ataturk built a new capital, Ankara. Istanbul has remained as Turkey’s cultural and financial center, however, growing into a sprawling metropolis spread over dozens of square kilometers on both sides of the Bosphorus Strait separating geographical Europe and Asia. The agency responsible for the events, Istanbul 2010, selected about 520 projects, two-thirds of which are related to historical heritage and the remaining to arts events. The program will feature the opening in July of the Museum of Innocence, conceived by 2006 Nobel literature laureate Orhan Pamuk following the release of his latest novel bearing the same name. The exhibition “From Byzantium to Istanbul” will run from September and November. The European Universities Theater Festival opens in May while Irish rock band U2 will perform in the city in September.

(Staff writer based on Agence France Presse)

IN UKRAINE

Poltava Police caught criminals, who "swindled out money" from foreign students
Employees of the Office for Combating Organized Crime of General Directorate of Home Ministry of Ukraine in Poltava region intercepted the activity of an international criminal gang, which cheated foreign students. It was composed of Poltava student - a native of Tunisia, a citizen of Russia and local businessman. During 2008-2010, they, acting on a prior agreement, provided for citizens of foreign states - the audience of two city universities – their own bank accounts for transfers of funds allegedly for training. Part of this money the members of the criminal group actually was transferred to the accounts of these students, but the rest was appropriated. During the approved search in the residence of the criminals, the militia seized 23 thousand dollars, almost 7 thousand euro, computer and office equipment with information on the implementation of banking, payments, prints of business owners etc. The Investigation Division of OCOC brought an action against fraudsters on the grounds of article 190 (fraud) of the Criminal Code of Ukraine. 

 (Staff writer based on materials from MOI) 

Immigrant detention centre in Chernihiv region received security equipment      
In the framework of the project, implemented by the International Center for Migration Policy Development with the support of the European Union, “Expanding opportunities and technical assistance to authorities in Ukraine to deal effectively with outstanding transit migration” (ERIT), the solemn transfer of technical security equipment took place in temporary immigrant detention centre, located in the village Rozsudiv, Chernihiv region. This project was developed in 2007 by the EU participating members and the General Directors of Immigration Services Conference (GDISC), which includes the Czech Republic, Hungary, Netherlands, Poland, Slovakia and the United Kingdom. The main objective of the project is to improve the security of two Ukrainian centres of illegal immigrant detention - in Chernihiv and Volyn regions. The head of the meeting was first deputy director of the Department of Citizenship, Immigration and Registration of individuals Viktor Davidenko from the part of Home Ministry, and the international delegation was led by the Chairman of the Delegation of European Union in Ukraine Jose Manuel Pintf Teisheira. Opening the event, Viktor Davidenko said that opposition to illegal immigration was one of the priorities of Home Ministry, and thanked for their assistance in this project. In turn, Mr. Pintf Teisheira said, that the European Union through the various projects was constantly providing assistance to Ukraine in countering the phenomenon of irregular migration. But the most important in ensuring the safety in such centres is respect for human rights. The recently installed system is primarily designed to ensure that migrants who are there, could more easily feel in the centre. The participants as well as representatives of the media, were showed the security system in action. It is equipped with security alarm of fence perimeter, video cameras to monitor the inside of the perimeters of the zone, radiation sensors and motion sensors, which are displayed on the monitor on duty point. Director of the centre Eugene Soluyan and project manager Marcela Entlihova signed an Act of transmission of security equipment from the International Centre for Migration Policy Development to the  Home Ministry of Ukraine in the Chernihiv region. 

 (Staff writer) 

Government adopted a bill on foreign Ukrainians
February 3, 2010, at its meeting, the Government adopted a draft law "On Foreign Ukrainians". The bill defines the legal framework of cooperation with foreign Ukrainians, in particular to provide them with support and assistance for meeting their national and cultural, educational, linguistic and information needs. The bill defines the conditions and procedure for granting the status of foreign Ukrainians. The draft act provides that a person who has attained the status of foreign Ukrainian, and is located in Ukraine has the right to work, health, education and social protection, including pensions, as citizens of Ukraine. The bill proposed to expand the list of activities undertaken by public authorities and local authorities in cooperation with foreign Ukrainians. According to the normative act, Interagency Coordinating Council on development of relations with foreign Ukrainians will be created. In addition, National Commission on foreign Ukrainians should be established, attached to the specially authorized central executive authority 

 (Staff writer based on Public Relations Office of the Secretariat of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine)

Identity in the context of intercultural dialogue 
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February 11, 2010 in Kiev, Center of Polish and European studios presented the first volume in a series of interdisciplinary research "Intercultural Dialogue". Collection of articles is an attempt to unite under one cover the work of several researchers, for whom the problem of identity was the subject of painstaking scientific research. Materials published in this collection demonstrate the diversity of approaches to the study of identities. The authors examine the various sections of identities - regional and national, religious and professional systems, the definition of ‘friend or foe’. Identity formation is traced from the early Middle Ages until the present. 

(Staff writer) 

FAIR PLAY-2012
Brazilian Edmar, half-back of the "Metalist", talks about change of nationality     

The newly nominated Ukraine’s national team coach Miron Markevich said that he wasn`t against the efforts to strengthen the team with naturalized foreign players. Among others, Markevitch would like to see the Brazilian forward Edmar from "Metalist" in the national team. In the interview with football player, he told about his attitude to the change of citizenship and the opportunity to play for Ukraine. 

- Edmar, Miron Markevich said yesterday, it is possible that you and Zhazha Coelho will receive Ukrainian citizenship and will advocate for the national team of Ukraine ... 

 - Actually, I have been thinking about changing nationality for a long time. I`ve been living in Ukraine for 7 years, I`m married to a Ukrainian woman, my son was born here. I feel comfortable here. Moreover, many of my Brazilian friends say I changed, became calmer, while the Brazilians are very temperamental. So, yes, of course, I would be very happy to play for Ukraine, I think, I could help the national team. 

- Officially, were you offered to change nationality? 

 - No, nobody talked to me on this occasion. But nevertheless, I got to know that under the legislation I can officially become a citizen of Ukraine only in 2011, when it will be for 2 years since I married to Tatiana. 

- did you talk to Miron Markevich about the possibility of performance for the national team? 

 - Personally, we did not discuss this issue. But I know that Myron Bogdanovych is a wise man, and if it thinks to call me to the team, he will do it. Of course, everything will depend on my form, on how I will be beneficial for the team. For my part, I would make every effort to have the opportunity to play. 
 - Aren`t you afraid that the history of Marko Devic may repeat, who in recent years wasn`t of use for the national team? 

- Everyone has its own story. Mark faced a recession in the game, so that happened. It is likely that he will play. I think you mustn`t be afraid of competition, the main thing is to prove that you are ready to help the team and can do it. 

 - Do you know, is Zhazha Coelho ready to become a Ukrainian? 

- We didn`t talk about it with Zhazha, but I know that he also thinks about this issue. While nothing is decided for him, everything can change. I'm ready now to become a citizen of Ukraine, but I have to wait until 2011. 

(Staff writer based on Sport of Ukraine)  
Music therapy to correct the situation of the tournament   
Footballers from ‘Hertha’, which ranks last in the league in Germany, can not hit the gates of the rivals for the past 190 minutes of playing time. 57-year-old scientist Conradi Ulrich, who has already developed a ten-hours treatment program for ‘Hertha’ players, is going to teach them to score goals. The program, in particular, includes warlike songs, as well as performance played on the flute. Ulrich argues that due to his work ‘Hertha’ had not missed goals in the last three games. ‘Hertha’, which scored 11 points in 20 league matches in, finished last two matches goalless draw. 
 (Staff writer based on Lenta.ru) 

Limits on foreign players will be tightened during the next championship
It is worth noting the increased attention of coaches to the players with Ukrainian passport, especially in the ‘Dynamo’ and ‘Shakhtar’, where schools for children are more productive than anywhere else in Ukraine. However, even in Lucescu there were an average of five to six Ukrainians on the field at the same time - probably, the Romanian coach already thinks about how to play in the next championships, in which, by their conversation, a limit on foreigners would be tightened. And the problem of shortage of Ukrainians in Metalist can be solved in original way - by naturalization (as it was done in the case of Devich). In the team of Miron Markevich there is also a shortage of young players with the necessary passport (the majority - Shelayev, Slusar, Goryainov, Valyaev, Rykun - already belong to the veterans). Therefore it is not surprising that in recent days there are talks about possible change of nationality by Brazilian Edmar. This will benefit not only Metalist, but perhaps the Ukrainian team, the head coach of which has recently become helmsman of Kharkiv team. 
 (Staff writer based on the "Team") 

Football Star Andriy Shevchenko to be Euro 2012 Ambassador

Ukrainian football star Andriy Shevchenko is one of the four people who have accepted the invitation to represent his country as a tournament ambassador for the 2012 European Championships in Poland and Ukraine. Aside from Shevchenko, Oleg Blokhin was also named as Ukrainian ambassador for Euro 2012, while Zbigniew Boniek and Andrzej Szarmach have gladly accepted invitations to act as Polish ambassadors. Shevchenko is widely considered as one of the best Ukrainian footballers in history, and recently returned to Dynamo Kiev after serving contracts at Milan and Chelsea. The attacker is fast approaching his 100th cap for the country. Blokhin was elected European footballer of the year in 1975 and represented USSR at two World Cups. Boniek helped Poland to third spot at the 1982 World Cup and wore the shirts of Widzew Lodz, Juventus and Roma during his impressive career. He also acted as Poland's national team coach for several years. Szarmach might be less famous with most people, but the attacker scored 32 times in 61 outings for the national side. He was one of the stars at the 1974 World Cup and the 1976 Olympic games

(Staff writer) 

Fan Cafe “Donbass Arena” will make everyone famous

In a short time "Donbass Arena" opens fan-cafe, where matches with Shakhtar can be viewed in a comfortable environment, as well as spend time with friends or family. Internal room design is already completed. It remains only to fill the interior with the unique atmosphere of a football match. "Donbass Arena" offers every fan of "orange and black" to contribute to the design of interior of the fan cafe. If fans have valuable exhibits, reminiscent of the memorable moments from the life of the football team, Shakhtar, for example, scarves, pennants, posters with significant outreach and home games, tickets for meaningful matches of the "miners", autographed photos, non-standard attributes of the fans etc., you can send them to "Donbass Arena" to place them in the interior of fan cafe. Organizers are confident that only those things that are imbued with football, will provide this fan-made spirit. Also next to the exhibit given by the fan there will be posted his photo and name, and every visitor will know to whom he owes the right to enjoy this "trophy". For those who are able to transmit the exhibits for the interior of the fan cafe, you can send a description of the rarity on e-mail fancafe@donbass-arena.ua or call to the call center +38 062 3 88888 3.The Special Commission will consider all proposals and the most interesting and valuable exhibits will delight all fans of the team in a fan-cafe "Donbass Arena". 

 (Staff writer based on Donbass Arena)

Ahmetov acknowledges apology from Mohammed Al-Fayed
Owner of the English football club “Fullham” and the supermarket of premier class goods «Harrods», billionaire Mohammed Al-Fayed officially apologized to the leadership of the football club Shakhtar (Donetsk) for an incident in London. Al-Fayed assured the Shakhtar leadership that there was a misunderstanding, and “on the contrary he would have been very happy if Shakhtar players visited his shop. The billionaire was upset with what happened and asks apology», - reported the press service. It also added that Shakhtar’s general director Serhiy Palkin passed these words of Al-Fayed to Rinat Akhmetov, president of Shakhtar, and the latter accepted the apology. «The apology has been accepted and the chapter is closed», - said the press service. UNIAN earlier informed that on February 16, 2010, players of Shakhtar, who came to London to play a match of the 1/16 of the final of European League with “Fullham”, decided to visit «Harrods», but staff of the shop did not let the players enter, under the plea that “there were too many buyers and they all were looking very suspicious, wearing the same sports uniform». «Explanations, that this was a football team and that they did not take suits with them to go for shopping did not yield results», - reported the Shakhtar Press service. Next day after this incident, press service representative of «Harrods» regretted the matter.

(Staff writer based on UNIAN)

Germany to support Ukraine’s Euro-2012 preparations
Since 2007, Germany has assisted in Euro-2012 preparations for Ukraine in the form of supplying equipments and necessities for the militia and internal forces, as well as exchange of experience through seminars and study trips to Germany on maintaining public order while conducting mass events. So, on January 27, 2010 Ambassador of Germany Heimsoeth delivered police equipments for Euro-2012 to the deputy minister of the interior Olexander Savchenko and Deputy of the Commander in chief of the Internal forces of Ukraine Mykola Mishakin. Within the framework of this cooperation, experts of GTZ will offer technical assistance to their Ukrainian counterparts in the area of helping host cities on issues of fan management, deployment and organization of public viewing of matches on video screen, use of stadiums, working of airports and transport, stadium amangement as well as legal issues. A number of meetings seminars and study trips took place. Overall value of the equipment and supplies given is 350 thousand Euros. Federal ministry of economic cooperation of Germany (BMZ) conducted international expertise and helps Euro-2012 in Ukraine since October 2009. It has plans to have more meetings of experts, exchange of delegations to Germany and West Europe, seminars trainings and research. On part of the Federal government, GTZ mobilizes experts and helps establishing contacts between Ukrainian and German experts. From the beginning of 2009, the Federal ministry of ecology, environmental protection and safety of nuclear reactors supports the mobility plan, one of the requirements that UEFA demands, within the framework of Euro-2012 in Lviv. Now similar consultations will be held for Kyiv. The bureau of the delegation of German Economy with its representatives also takes part in the working group “Construction” in order to have investments for Euro-2012.

(Staff writer based on German Embassy)

IN SEARCH OF DIALOGUE

Expectations from the 2nd European Roma Summit in Cordoba   
Organized by the Spanish Presidency of the EU on 8-9 April 2010 in Cordoba, Spain, the Second EU Roma Summit is a rare opportunity for EU institutions and governments, Roma representatives and civil society to jointly address the social exclusion and discrimination suffered by the Roma. In its statement released on February 10, 2010, the European Roma Policy Coalition (ERPC) outlined its expectations for this summit. Expressing serious concern over the constant discrimination suffered by the Roma in education (particularly segregation), housing (particularly forced evictions and sub-standard living conditions), employment (particularly low employment rate) and health care system (coercive sterilization and lack of adequate coverage) as well as the recent rise of anti-Gypsyism (Romaphobia) across several EU member-states through hate speech, attacks and killings, the ERPC called on the Spanish Presidency, EU member states to show strong political commitment to end all forms of discrimination against the Roma. The Summit should avoid a declarative character and focus on strategic policy commitments and avoid the mistakes of the First European Roma Summit where neither political conclusions nor concrete proposals were adopted. To have active involvement of Roma representatives and civil society in the preparation of the Summit, which was unfortunately lacking in the run up and during the First Roma Summit, the ERPC requested further consultations be held with Roma representatives and the civil society.  called on the Spanish Presidency to incorporate the conclusions of the Second Roma Summit in consequent Council Conclusions, giving clear guidance for Community action in the area of  establishing an effective system of coordination between Commissioners and between Directorates-General as a priority to tackle Roma issues at EU level, mobilizing human resources by drawing upon Roma expertise, sustaining meaningful dialogue with civil society, and devising appropriate broader forms of consultation with Roma communities to ensure the quality and impact of Roma-related policies, preparing an Action plan, based on existing approaches (Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015, the OSCE Action Plan, and the recommendations of the Council of Europe, the United Nations and the European Parliament) should be prepared. The European Roma Platform has not been able to match the will and knowledge of the Roma representatives and civil society organizations with the engagement of the EU institutions. The Platform has so far been characterized by a top-down approach and a lack of substance and strategic orientation. Both mandate and working methods of the Platform are unclear, while serious involvement of Roma and civil society is missing. The ERPC expects a delineation of a medium-term agenda for the Platform based on the Ten Common Basic Principles, ensuring civil society’s involvement in its formulation. The European structural and pre-accession funds offer considerable opportunities to promote Roma inclusion in Europe. The low absorption of those funds by the EU Member States and local authorities has a direct impact on the socio-economic situation of Roma, while there is limited and unsatisfactory monitoring of projects that are being focused on Roma integration. The ERPC recommends that the EU prioritize Roma in all relevant funding programs and propose to Member States criteria for funding allocation, as a way to measure real progress and impact on Roma inclusion efforts and build on positive examples while maintaining transparency. 

 (Staff writer) 

MUNDI ROMANI: The World through Roma Eyes  
With thorough investigation and through admiration for the untold stories, Mundi Romani, a documentary series co-produced by the Romedia Foundation and Duna Television Hungary, explores the world of the Roma from Kosovo to Spain through Romania, France, Macedonia, Italy or Israel. In the 20th century, women’s struggle for gender equality proved to be the very best investment our societies could make in our world’s economic and social development. Could Europe ever have imagined a mere 90 years ago that women would flood the workforce in droves, get the right to vote and, later, head some of the most prominent multinational companies of our times? How do you see a Roma woman today? How do the women of Europe’s largest minority see themselves and the rugged road towards equal opportunities for all? In the latest episode of Mundi Romani, we asked 10 exceptional Roma women from all over Europe. Faces of Change presents the issues Roma women are facing not from the ‘victimized victims’ point of view but from that of responsible and active stakeholders who readily provide their own answers to the questions raised by the current situation of Roma today. In this episode, again, Mundi Romani gives a voice to the voiceless and paves the way for a new approach to the way Roma women are represented in Europe by playing with the question of social identity and forcing the audience to ask themselves questions about the artificial divisions our social perceptions are based on. The film will shortly be accessible with English subtitles at: www.mundiromani.com
(Staff writer) 

THE WORLD OF MIGRATION 

Problems of asylum seekers in Canada  
A Sri Lankan migrant, who was among the 76 young Tamils who paid smugglers to take them to Canada on a decrepit freighter, has claimed that they are routinely threatened both by government officials and rebel separatists in their homeland, and expressed dismay at being branded as 'terrorists' in Canada. A 32-year-old man, who can not be identified due to publication ban imposed by the Immigration and Refugee Board, also claimed that his house was ransacked and was unlawfully arrested, yanked off a Colombo street in broad daylight by uniformed men. The man, like most of the recently released migrants, talked of the deteriorating living conditions in Sri Lanka, and said that fleeing by boat was the only option for escape, as catching a plane to a country like Canada would require a visa and a visit to the Canadian consul. "I had no choice but to go. Otherwise I would die in my country. Leaving Sri Lanka was one of the hardest things I did. I am a qualified person. I had a good job, good wages," The Globe and Mail quoted the migrant, as saying. He also described the grueling 42-day high-seas journey and described his dismay at arriving in Canada only to be branded a potential terrorist and jailed for nearly three months. He said that he boarded a small fishing boat, and the trip was stormy and the migrants had only rice and noodles to eat. He brought stacks of documents and letters of recommendation, and believed his entry to Canada would be relatively painless; instead he and the others were arrested and taken to a Vancouver-area detention centre.  "It was upsetting. I was shocked. We didn't have our freedom," the migrant said. All of the 76 migrants have made refugee claims, but Canadian officials believe that some of them have links to terrorism.  However, the migrants have reiterated that they have no ties with the Tamil Tigers and were not particularly political. 
(Staff writer based on ANI)

Bolivian asylum seekers win £100,000 for detention ordeal

Bolivian asylum seekers were falsely imprisoned and children traumatized after being held at centre. A refugee has won a settlement of £100,000 from the Home Office after it admitted falsely imprisoning her and her children at an immigration detention centre. Carmen Quiroga, originally from Bolivia, spent 42 days at Oakington detention centre in Cambridgeshire with her son and three daughters, aged between three and 11, in what her solicitor describes as "appalling conditions" that were unsuitable for children, and despite the fact that a judicial review into her asylum plea was continuing for much of that period. In what is thought to be one of the highest payments for a case of this nature, the high court today approved the settlement, offered as compensation for the unlawful detention in 2004 and for serious psychological injuries that it accepted the children had suffered. Such was the distress they experienced that six years later the family has required "significant psychiatric help" to overcome it. Quiroga's solicitors had argued that the detention was illegal because it was not used as a last resort, the welfare of the children was not given priority, the use of force in detaining the family was "entirely disproportionate" and the family was held for almost a month even after the judicial review process was launched. They also alleged that the family had suffered inhuman and degrading treatment in contravention of the European convention on human rights. Quiroga, 36, remains too traumatised to talk publicly about the circumstances of "appalling violence" that forced her to flee Bolivia in 2002 or about the situation of the children's father, but the family has all since been granted British passports. Speaking exclusively to the Guardian this week, Quiroga said: "This case was about being heard, and it's in this way that [I hope] what happened to me won't happen to other people." The trauma, she said, "is not something you are inventing. You feel it, you live it, and it's there all the time." Part of the settlement was an agreement by the Home Office to outline to Quiroga the steps it has taken to prevent the abuse recurring for other families. Quiroga applied for asylum as soon as she arrived in Britain in 2002, but after her initial claim and appeal were refused, the latter without her knowledge, the family were forced from their beds on the morning of 21 October 2004 by police and security guards, given an hour to pack and then bundled in a police van and taken without explanation to Oakington, which at the time Quiroga thought was a prison. The family's solicitors, Bhatt Murphy, argued that they had suffered verbal abuse and threats from detention centre staff, were denied access to medicines and appropriate children's food and, during two unsuccessful attempts to deport them by plane, were threatened with violence. On one occasion Quiroga was struck by a contracted security guard when she failed to maintain eye contact, as the children looked on. They were freed on bail in December 2004; 28 days after a judicial review of the appeal decision had been launched, and awarded British nationality four years later. Quiroga sought psychiatric help after seeing her youngest daughter strip-searching and abusing her dolls, imitating the behavior she witnessed at Oakington. Sarah Campbell, research and policy manager at Bail for Immigration Detainees, a charity that provides legal support to people in Quiroga's position, said the "shocking" case demonstrated the serious harm caused to children by detention. "We regularly see the horrendous effects detention has on children ‑ many of the children we work with experience depression, weight loss and even self-harm." She said there is no evidence that locking up children is helpful in immigration control, added: "The fact that this family had an ongoing legal case while in detention, and were eventually granted status to remain, raises very serious questions about why they were detained at all."

(Staff writer based on Guardian)
EACH DROP OF HATRED IS ANOTHER HOLE IN THE BOAT

NGOs protest against diplomatic speech with racist content   
In Bucharest, on February 16, 2010, several organizations signed a protest letter against what they think are “public racist statements” of the Romanian minister of Foreign Affairs, Teodor Baconschi, on the occasion of an official meeting with the French State Secretary for European Affairs, Pierre Lellouche, on 11.02.2010. They also protested against the content of the press release of the Romanian Government issued on the occasion, informing the public on the discussions between the Prime Minister Emil Boc and the French State Secretary Pierre Lellouche. According to the official press statement on the website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, while referring to the Roma community in France, Minister Baconschi said: “We have some natural, physiological problems, of criminality within some of the Romanian communities, especially among the communities of the Romanian citizens of Roma ethnicity”. The Minister associated directly criminality with ethnicity, made a “racial profiling”, constituting a breach of Romanian and European legislation in the field of anti-discrimination. “An important issue on the agenda of the meeting concerned the measures taken by the Romanian authorities to prevent crimes committed in France by the Romanian citizens of Roma ethnicity.” Throughout its content, the Romanian Government press release explicitly and deliberately linked criminality to an ethnic group. In view of these developments, the statement called for resignation of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Baconschi and demanded a public clarification of positions of Romania and France regarding the association of Roma ethnicity with criminality. The statement reminded that copying the “solutions” of the Italian government, dealing with Roma issues only from a national security perspective, based only on increased policing, is not legal. There is a need for a genuine action towards the social inclusion and guaranteeing of fundamental rights. Among signatories are Active Watch-Press Monitoring Agency, Roma Civic Alliance of Romania, Association ACCEPT, Center for Legal Resources, Euroregional Centre for Public Initiatives, INTER-ACTIVA, AMARE ROMENTZA, 'Şanse Egale', 'ROMII ROMAŞCANI', ACCESS TOMIS and many others. 
 (Staff writer based on Segodnya) 

Mohammed Atif Siddique: 'If I was white Christian, I'd never have been jailed'
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The man once branded Scotland's first Islamist terrorist claimed to have been a victim of racism. Twenty-four year old Mohammed Atif Siddique, was freed on February 10, 2010 after serving four years of an eight-year terrorism sentence after his main conviction was quashed. He said, that he would never have been behind bars if he was a white Christian rather than a young Asian Muslim. The Scot was jailed for downloading terrorism-related materials from the internet after, he claimed, he sought to answer questions about his faith and jihad online. On February 10, 2010, in his first lengthy interview, he said: "I do regard myself as a victim of racism. Had a white person downloaded this stuff, there would have been no prosecution." He had already declared that he was a "numpty" rather than a terrorist and said he had accessed the websites, some of which are still available, out of boredom and curiosity rather than malice. He had also trawled for news about his favorite football team, Liverpool and hip-hop music acts. His release marked another major blow for Britain's much-criticized terrorism laws. His conviction under the controversial Section 57 of the 2000 Terrorism Act – which critics describe as banning "thought crime" rather than actual deeds – was quashed.  Britain's independent watchdog of terrorism legislation, Lord Carlile said: "As a result of this decision, I will be looking at Section 57 with these issues in mind. I will look carefully at the issue because a very senior court in Scotland criticized the law." Siddique's lawyer, Aamer Anwar, welcomed such a review. Siddique is now likely to challenge his conviction on three lesser charges, two of them internet terrorism-related. He is not on any no-fly list or government watch list but must inform the authorities if he moves house or goes on holiday.  Sources have stressed he would not have been released if it was believed he posed a threat to the public. Siddique said that he always expected to be convicted. "I didn't think I was going to get not guilty," he said. "My trial came at a time when there was a lot of hostility – the Glasgow Airport attacks had just happened, my trial finished on the anniversary of 9/11." He cited examples of extremists convicted of more serious crimes – including a far-right radical found with weapons – who did not make big news. Siddique's conviction made headlines around the world. Mr Anwar recalled how his client saw stories about a rightist with explosives consigned to middle of newspapers. He said: "Atif said to me, 'How come he is not on the front page as a Nazi bomb maker? I did not have any bombs but I made worldwide news as an al-Qaeda terrorist in the sleepy Ochil hills. Why does a far-right bomber not make world news?" Siddique disagrees with the war in Afghanistan, but said he had nothing against British troops. He said: "I am a Muslim but I am also a proud Scotsman. First and foremost, I am a Scotsman." 

(Staff writer based on Scotsman.com)
China asked the whereabouts of Uighurs forcibly deported from Cambodia    
On January 29, 2010, Human Rights Watch asked China to disclose the whereabouts of those Uighurs who were recently forcibly repatriated against their will from Cambodia, fearing that they might be ill-treated or tortured. "Uighurs asylum seekers sent back to China by Cambodia have disappeared into a black hole," alleged Sophie Richardson, Asia advocacy director at Human Rights Watch. "There is no information about their whereabouts, no notification of any legal charges against them, and there are no guarantees they are safe from torture and ill-treatment," Richardson said. On December 19, the Cambodian government, under Chinese pressure, forcibly repatriated a group of 20 Uygurs, including two young children, in breach of the UN Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, and the UN Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment, to which Cambodia is a party; the Human Rights Watch said in a statement. In mid-January, Human Rights Watch said, it received an unconfirmed report that some of the Uighurs forcibly deported from Cambodia the previous month have already been sentenced by a court in the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region of China, with some defendants sentenced to death. "Although such quick sentencing would appear to be unusual, the Chinese government’s failure to provide any information about the fate of the group makes it impossible to know whether the report is accurate," it said. "The Chinese government should immediately make a public statement about the whereabouts and status of the Uighurs repatriated from Cambodia, and allow the UN and family members to meet with them," said Richardson. 

 (Staff writer)

Odessa: Monument to Ekaterina II desecrated  
Members of Autonomous Resistance desecrated the monument to the Russian Empress Ekaterina II and her followers in Odessa. A video account of the incident was posted on YouTube  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X50j-v4ihqY The monument was sprinkled with red color, symbolizing blood, and the words “hangmen of Ukraine” were written at the base of the monument in Ukrainian. 

(Staff writer based on Rupor) 

Dresden - Nazi Free! City puts its foot down against neo-Nazis

On 13 February 2010 more than 10,000 protestors gathered in Dresden in Germany, determined to stop the annual biggest neo-Nazi march in Europe. Finally, in 2010, the civil society alliance 'Dresden - Nazi Free', a broad initiative of the antifascist movement 'No Pasaran!', successfully stopped about 5,000 neo-Nazis with an enclosing blockade strategy. This march is an annual event in Dresden, which is organized under the guise of commemorating the victims of the air raids against the city of Dresden, 13-15 February 1945. The 'Nazi Free' alliance - including different NGOs, political parties, labour unions, artists and individuals - called to blockade strategically important streets around Dresden's Neustadt train station, the gathering point of the neo-Nazi manifestation. Despite the strong ambitions of the authorities to hinder the antifascist mobilizations under the slogan 'Blockade Together' already beforehand, thousands of anti-fascists came into Dresden's Neustadt to block all possible routes of the neo-Nazi march with peaceful sit-ins. The police tried several times to clear the anti-fascist blockades, but their efforts failed and so the police ultimately was forced to cancel the neo-Nazi march. The aim of the protesters was to prevent the annual 'mourning march' of thousands of neo-Nazis in Dresden and to discourage them from planning future marches. Besides the 'Dresden - Nazi Free' alliance a second initiative, 'Remember - Remind - Act' under the patronage of Dresden's mayor Helma Orosz, called for a human chain as a symbolic wall around the city centre of Dresden to set a sign against right-wing extremism. 
(Staff writer based on United)

RULES, LAWS AND DATA 

African Human Rights Body Issues Landmark Ruling  
The African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights, Africa’s highest human rights body, issued a landmark ruling on February 4, 2010 in favor of the Endorois, an Indigenous group, that the Kenyan government forced off their land in the 1970s to create a game reserve. The decision establishes two key international law precedents. This is the first time any international human rights body recognized the “right to development" that is included in the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights. It is also the first time the concept of Indigenous Peoples, and accompanying land rights, has been recognized in Africa. The commission found that Kenya failed to consult or adequately compensate the Endorois community and violated the African Charter. The commission called on Kenya to pay damages to the community for their losses. Thirty years ago, the nomadic pastoralists Endorois, numbering approximately 60,000,  were evicted from their ancestral lands around Lake Bogoria in the Rift Valley and from the Mochongoi forest on the Laikipia Plains in central Kenya for the establishment of game reserves and for ruby mining. This decision will be seen by many as controversial as most African governments see all Africans as Indigenous and do not recognize special land rights of some. This ruling could have a ripple effect throughout the continent. However, like with any legal case, it still remains uncertain how the Kenyan government will implement the ruling.

 (Staff writer)

SOMETHING TO READ 

A Carpet Ride to Khiva: Seven Years on the Silk Road 
Khiva is a small walled town in the Uzbek desert close to the Turkmenistan border. It lies on what was once the ancient Silk Road. Christopher Aslan Alexander spent seven years there, arriving as a 24-year-old post-university volunteer and being drawn into the great Uzbek tradition of carpet-making. During that time, he taught himself the skills of knotting carpet threads, finding designs for looms, going far out into the desert to find the plants needed for the dyes, and having the carpets made. His final triumph during his stay in Khiva was enlisting workers to dye and hand weave carpets using patterns copied from 15th-century miniatures illustrating the words of the Persian poet Nizami. Uzbekistan is the homeland of Amir Timur, known in the West as Timur the Lame. Celebrated as a fearless hero on the battlefield, Timur also had an eye for beauty. He captured artists from the cities he conquered and force-marched them to Samarkand to decorate his great palace. I have to confess to a personal grudge against Timur, as he stole from Damascus – my favorite city in the Middle East – the greatest ceramicists of the day, leaving that city bereft. But that was then and this is now, and if anyone makes Uzbekistan come to life it is Alexander. During a drought, when there is no water for his cold shower – an activity which horrifies the Uzbeks – Alexander takes a plastic container to the town well, where he causes consternation among the local maidens: manly men don’t draw water. At the men’s baths, he is again stared at: Uzbek men shave their pubic and armpit hair. Like the carpet patterns so intricately interwoven and linked, Alexander’s account of his seven years in Khiva gives us a feel for daily life looped and crisscrossed with weddings, corrupt officials, journeys in rickety buses, gossip at the looms, domestic violence and village hospitality, and all of it centering on the carpet project. Knowing that child labor exists in Khiva, Alexander makes a rule that no one under 17 can be employed by him. Next, he goes looking for people who would normally find it difficult to get work, drawing in people with disabilities, some of whom are women with no chance of marriage. Payment is realistic and, he discovers, more than a teacher would get. But he later learns that teachers top up their meager salaries by an ingenious system whereby students pay cash up front for good results. Alexander has a type of double vision which allows him to see not only the beauty of tiny desert plants in bloom, the sensuous movements of an overweight woman as she dances or the excitement when a treasured carpet is finally finished, but also the cruelty to women subjected to a forced marriage, the horror of male circumcision – he gives a firsthand description of such a ritual – and the appalling list of human-rights abuses. Alexander finally ran foul of the system when he was refused a return visa to Uzbekistan. He suspects the hand of the local mayor, who expected but did not receive the gift of a carpet. Trying everything to get back in to Uzbekistan to at least say farewell to his many friends in Khiva, he spends no less than seven days in the airport transit lounge before finally getting on a flight home. Or is home the right word? For the past two years he has been living in the Pamir Mountains of Tajikistan, working on a knitting project making sweaters from yak down. Seems there’s no stopping him.

(A Carpet Ride to Khiva: Seven Years on the Silk Road written by Christopher Aslan Alexander, published by Icon Books; 334pp) 

REPORTS OF INCIDENTS AND LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Public appeals to stop a neo-Nazi concert in Kyiv         
Member of the parliament of Ukraine, Head of the Civil rights movement “Russian speaking Ukraine”, Vadym Kolisnichenko and President of the Jewish Forum of Ukraine Arkadiy Monastyrsky appealed to the Security Service of Ukraine, demanding a prevention of incitement of interethnic strife and questioned the legitimacy of a concert “Festival of Germanic Slavic Brotherhood”, which the ultra right organizations in Kyiv are planning to organize on February 27, 2010. The statement issued for this occasion is similar to that released earlier by R. I. Marochkina Huma Rights Foundation, as notes by Vyacheslav Likhachev in his letter, received by our editorial. Neo-Nazists from Europe are going to attend this concert. Groups such as «9 Wall» (Ukraine), «Sokyra Peruna» (Ukraine), “Anti-system” (Russia), “Moshpit” (Germany) and others will take part. The neo-Nazis want to make use of the gaps in the Ukrainian law and the post-election fatigue of the authorities for their gatherings in Ukraine. Results of such events might be unrest, provocation and attacks on people, discrediting Ukraine’s image in Europe, as a hub of Nazism and anti-Semitism. Undoubtedly, the concert is neo-Nazist by nature as ideas of hatred towards people, totalitarianism, racism and the cult of will be promoted. Illustrative are the words of the songs of the groups “9 Wall” and “Sokyra Peruna”: 
We have the need for glorification of our nation 

We have the need to destroy the Jews (derogatory) (9 Wall «Our Need») 

This may unambiguously be interpreted as public call for genocide, and even preparing materials with calls for genocide and their wide distribution (prohibited under chapter 2 article 442 of the Criminal code of Ukraine). 

We shall burn the face of democracy to its roots 
The days of right ideas will usher in (9 Вал «Наша сила») 
- Public call for violent upheaval or change in the constitutional system and capturing of state bodies (prohibited under chapter 2 article 109 of the Criminal code of Ukraine).  

Black snouts are terrible, but no reason to be scared 

Organize bloody bath, give occupants a fight (9 Wall «Hooligan-patriot») 
- Public call for implementing terrorist acts, та на розповсюдження, виготовлення чи зберігання з поширення матеріалів з цими закликами (prohibited under chapter 1 article 258-2 of the Criminal code of Ukraine).
Dirty monkeys are walking over our land 

Jews and Masons continue to dominate (9 Wall «Faith in victory») 
- Premeditated action, aimed at inciting national, racial and religious hatred, humiliation of national honor and dignity, committed by an organized group of people (prohibited under chapter 3 article 161 of the Criminal code of Ukraine).
White Power Skinheads 

Get to fight for the white race! 

White Power Skinheads 

Shall assert our Aryan rights! (Sokyra Peruna «WP Skinheads») 
- Public call for pogroms, threatening civil order and also preparation of materials with such content (Chapter 1 article 295 of the Criminal code of Ukraine). 

Cobweb of untruth covers the world 

– Zionist lie! 

Unproved slander made a sheep out of you
A toy in Jewish hands! (Sokyra Peruna «Six million words of lie») 
- Denial of Holocaust, condemned by the UN General assembly resolution № 60/7 dated 21.11.2005. 

Iron eagle, black swastika 

– This is the symbol of freedom and a fight is needed 

The Aryna response to threat  

The Sign of Perun for us there for centuries! 

Swastika will show the way! (Sokyra Peruna «In the name of fairness») 

Logos of both the groups mentioned above are modified forms of swastikas. In order to be sure that the words of these groups are not mere lyrics, but they have clear declaration of intentions, it is necessary to pay attention to the fact that the drummer of the group Sokyra Peruna – Dmytro Demian Volkov –  was imprisoned for pogrom on the Central Brodsky Synagogue. Ukrainian far right do not hide the achievements of their colleagues. Therefore they now are attacking antifascists, Jews, people of non-Slavic nations, and even commit arson to properties belonging to foreigners, and then they proudly announce their acts on internet sites (http://www.reactor.org.ua/main/2537-molotovim-po-kavkazkomu-biznesu.html). Despite the fact that announcement of this concert was looming almost for a month in the internet, the authorities did not do anything to stop this event. Should this be taken as a silent consent to neo-Nazism? In that case the responsibility for any possible negative aftermath and violation of human rights, incitement of racial hatred and fomenting of anti-Semitism should be borne by the MOI, SSY and others.  

 (Staff writer based on Letter from JFU and Vyacheslav Likhachev)

(The above are reports of incidents received by our editorial from first hand sources. We do not always manage to verify the facts stated in them. Individuals and/or institutions, interested in knowing more about these incidents are requested to write official letters to our editorial, in order to receive details. – Editorial)
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