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Welcome to the current issue of the monthly electronic bulletin “In the same boat”, a publication on issues of dialogue between cultures and peoples covering interesting topics, debates and discussion on combating racism, anti-Semitism and xenophobia, ranging from state policies in this area to activities of international organizations, non-governmental sector and grassroots initiatives. It started as a result of a project of the East European Development Institute, with support from the Embassy of Norway in Ukraine. From July 2008 till July 2009 it was supported by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) project ““Promoting Cultural Dialogue in Lviv and Zakarpattya Regions of Ukraine”, funded by the Government of Canada as represented by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) through the Canada Fund for Local Initiatives (Canada Fund). From August till November 2009 it was part of a joint project with IOM called “Made from the same Dough”, supported by the Embassy of Switzerland in Ukraine. Now, this bulletin is supported by the IOM project “Promoting values of multiculturalism in living library events”. A special rubric “Fair-Play 2012” of this bulletin is supported by the Eastern European Development project of the Europe-wide network Football against racism in Ukraine (FARE), in preparation for the 2012 European championships, to be co-hosted by Poland and Ukraine. Opinions in this publication are that of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion or position of the IOM, FARE or other organizations contracted for implementing this project. Apart from that, mentioning of trademarks or commercial goods and services in this product does not mean their approval or recommendation to use them.

Editorial

HOW YOU MAY TAKE PART IN THIS PROJECT? BE A REGULAR READER AND SUPPORT US!
If you hear or see any incident, unlawful action, cases of discrimination, violation of rights and freedoms on grounds of race, nationality, religion, on part of individuals, groups of people or institutions, please do not be indifferent. Inform the police and if you wish, inform our editorial as well. 

That way your information will reach all our readers. 

Send your news, information, and comments indicating: «Letter to the editor – In the Same Boat» 

While using materials from this publication, reference to “In the Same Boat” as an East European Development Institute project and its web-link http://www.eedi.org.ua are compulsory.

 Tel./fax: +380-44 288 01 05  E-mail: editor-sameboat@eedi.org.ua
SPECIAL FOCUS
New draft law on languages in Ukraine  

A draft basic law on languages has been prepared by the Party of Regions to be soon submitted to the Verkhovna Rada. Author of this draft is the head of the party’s faction in parliament Olexandr Efremov, according to Dzerkalo Tyzhnia. The draft proposes a dictionary of Ukrainian language and a manual for correct spelling to be appprved by the Cabinet of Ministers. As per the existing legislation, currently the cabinet of Ministers only approves Ukrainian spelling. "The procedure for approval of dictionaries of the Ukrainian language and spelling manuals as universal and compulsory guidebooks while using Ukrainian language, as well as the procedure for official publication of these manuals are determined by the Cabinet of Minister," – the draft states. The draft law also elaborates a list of 16 languages, which may be considered regional. They are – Belarussian, Bulgarian, Armenian, Gagauz, Yiddish, Karaite, Crimean Tatar, Moldovan, German, New Greek, Polish, Roma, Russian, Romanian, Slovak and Hungarian. The draft gives local councils of all levels the right to introduce the regional languages. This will be possible, if the number of native speakers on any given territory is noless than 10% of the population. If the number of native speakers of any language is less than the stipulated level, support to such languages are vested on local council decisions. Apart from that, the draft also envisages a special way of identifying native speakers of languages. The number of linguistic groups should be established, based on the all-Ukrainian census data of 2001. These data should be complemented by results of additional polls and surveys of people, inhabiting a certain territory, or by way of collecting signatures of such people, certifying their status as native speakers of a certain language. The surveys may be organized by the local bodies of self governments and state institutions, NGOs and civil society organizations. However, the draft does not provide answer to the question, how such polls or surveys will be conducted or signatures be collected and who will determine the bona fide nature of the results. The draft, on the other hand emphasizes, that Ukrainian language is compulsory for use all over the territory of  Ukraine, while state bodies execute their functions, in educational process and within the limits and jurisdiction, set by the draft law. "Compulsory nature of the use of state language or facilitating its use in one of the other sphere of social life should not be interpreted as contradicting or diminishing of the right to use regional languages in that sphere", - reads the draft. The draft law is not yet registered in the Verkhovna Rada, consequently, was not reviewed in the specialized standing committees.

(Staff writer) 

Ukraine is preparing a special agreement on the protection of its migrant workers 

Ukraine, taking as a fact the problem of labor migration of much of its population, strengthens the mechanisms of legal and social protection of its citizens working overseas. Deputy Minister of Labour and Social Policy of Ukraine Vladimir Maslakov said it during the meeting of the International Round Table on "Women and Migration", according to ZIK press service department. According to him, the Law of Ukraine "On ratification of the European Convention on the Legal Status of Migrant Workers" was adopted with this aim. Convention on the Legal Status of Migrant Workers and Members of their Families of CIS member states has already been signed, and today such contract is prepared between Ukraine and EU countries. In addition, several bilateral agreements on employment and social protection of migrant workers are concluded recently. But many questions, said the deputy minister, including the gender lines, are still relevant. "In particular, international agreements should reflect the conditions of equality of rights between men and women on the part of providing women with equal opportunities in employment and equal remuneration for it, the conditions should allow women to combine work with motherhood, and other matters of protection of women migrants, said the Minister. The report notes that, according to the state statistical reporting, in 2009, more than 74 000 citizens of Ukraine were employed abroad, 6 per cent of them, which is about five thousand people, were women workers. Vladimir Maslakov also suggested that in Ukraine itself the employment policies in accordance with the Constitution and the Law of Ukraine "On employment" are clearly aimed at ensuring equal opportunities to citizens residing on its territory. He also added that the Ministry of Labor will do its best to ensure the global community to perceive Ukraine as a state, which introduces "gender sensitive" policy in the sphere of labor migration.
(Staff writer) 

IN UKRAINE

Winners of Support Diversity Contest

On June 1, 2010, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) Mission in Ukraine and Diversity Initiative notified the winners of the call for proposals “Support Diversity”. The main goal of the competition is to support innovative projects from NGOs that reach out to and support ethnic groups of visible minorities in Ukraine. The call for proposals is one of the components of the project “Promoting Values of Multiculturalism in Living Library Events” which was launched in March, 2010, and is implemented by the IOM Mission in Ukraine in cooperation with the State Committee on Nationalities and Religions of Ukraine and the East European Development Institute. Out of the 17 project proposals received from 17 Ukrainian and international NGOs registered in Ukraine, the winners are as follows: The Crimean Independent Centre of Political Researchers and Journalists (CCIPRJ) with the project “The Group of the Minorities Rights Support” (to provide free informational and legal help to representatives of visible minorities who live in Crimea); Odessa Regional Charity Foundation “Future Without AIDS” (FWA) with the project “Medical Consultation on HIV, tuberculosis and drug addiction for Odessa’s Vietnamese Community” (to build the capacity of the Vietnamese Community in Odessa and educate on topics related to HIV/AIDS/TB and drug addiction); Youth Centre Forum, Vinnytsia Oblast Youth NGO (YCF) with the project “International Student Adjustment to Ukrainian Culture” (to provide information for international students on how to reduce conflict situations and to promote tolerant attitudes to foreigners in Vinnytsia); Pavlograd City Welfare Fund “GORENIE” (“BURNING”) with the project “Overcoming the Problems of Social Integration for Children of Ethnic Minorities/ International Migrants in Pavlograd and the Pavlograd Area” (to promote the integration of children of ethnic minorities/international migrants into the local school system);  The Centre for Modern Information Techniques and Visual Arts with the project “Ukraine – Diversity of Cultures” (to draw the attention of Ukrainian youth, through documentary films, to issues associated with human rights, in particular through the special project Docudays UA, which is specifically concerned with xenophobia and racial intolerance). 
(Staff writer based on IOM Press release) 

How to draw a bird on a children's festival "Oreli"     
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On Saturday, May 22, 2010 at the Museum of Folk Architecture and Life in Pirohovo during the Ukrainian children's folklore festival "Oreli", a forum of the International family traveling festival "How to draw a bird ..." functioned, which traditionally supports the principle of diversity. A lot of activities took place in the forum: for example, the program "From my grandmother's chest" included children's media lecture "folk costume" (children's media presentation on the Ukrainian folk costume), a master-class by Valerie Hrushevsky and Zoya Pryadko manufacturing straw dolls and dressing them in regional costumes, and the production of jewelry from beads. The program "The Screen is for us" focused on the creation of a monument to the monitor and TV. Students of Kyiv science lyceum № 145 with master Ivan Prikhodko started a workshop ART-share with the painting of satellite antennas, monitors, expressing a symbolic claim to the media environment to be more friendly to children. Journalists were invited to decorate screens. During the festival psychologist Lesya Vovchik-Blakytna provided advice to parents on gambling, computer addiction among children and distributed a memo to parents. There was also a presentation of the Family Center "How to draw a bird ..." at Pechersk school № 75 in Kyiv, and children's media lecture "Easter eggs": a media presentation was held by the children who attend Family Center "How to draw a bird...». There were also painted T-shirts, bags, scarves with Easter symbols, review of social movies made by children from media studio "Birds" within the framework of the program "Green Theatre". During the festival, children 'media studio "The Birds" was working. Video and photo-reports made by the children will be placed on sites www.acop.com.ua and www.ptahy.com.ua. Thr co-organizers of the program were "Open Policy" foundation, Pechersk school № 75 in Kyiv and students of lyceum № 145.
 (Staff writer based on materials from Vidkryta Polityka) 

Anti-Semitism in Ukraine: Facts and Comments      
According to the Center of Jewish Studies of Jewish Forum of Ukraine, incidents of anti-Semitism in Ukraine in April 2010, mainly were manifested in acts of vandalism at Jewish cemeteries and places of executions of Jews during World War II. During April in the western Ukraine, on the ancient Jewish cemetery in Ternopil, vandals made Anti-Semitic graffiti and satanic symbols on 26 gravestones. The cemetery, where more than 2 thousand Jews were buried, is looked after by the members of the Jewish community, but the city officials does not provide adequate protection. Under pressure from the head of the regional Jewish community Igor Banzerchuk, ritual service of the city cleared the desecrated gravestones, but the perpetrators have not yet been found. Memorial sign on the spot the grave, where the Jews were shot in Yavorov, has also recently been significantly damaged in the Lviv region. Vandals painted it and the metal fence of the monument, and the stone tombstone with inscriptions in Jewish language. This place has long been a bone of contention between the city authorities of Yavorov and cantonment for the rights of property. As a result, neither party to which the Jewish community of Lviv addressed wants to restore order at the memorial. JFU appealed to the governor of Lviv region with a request to restore the memorial and transmit it to the balance of the Lviv regional council. The JFU board together with Vice-President of the European Bnai-Brith, Alexander Schwartz, a former prisoner of Yanovsky ghetto, intends to revert to the deputies of the Lviv City Council with a demand to erect a monument to the Jews who were victims in the Janovska death camp, which will be built on the means of Jewish organizations of Europe. April 20, 2010, the birthday of Adolf Hitler, neo-Nazi organizations in Kiev painted Nazi swastikas and anti-Semitic slogans on the walls of Educational Complex (where the school trains about 500 children, and a kindergarten), "Simha", which was created with the support of Chabad in Kiev. The nationalist organization "Patriot of Ukraine", organized on April 14, the anniversary of the uprising of the Ukrainian Cossacks known as "Koliivschina", xenophobic demonstrations with the public burning of flags of Poland, Russia and Israel. And although the militia detained a number of Kiev protesters, according to JFU, a criminal case was reclassified not as incitement to ethnic hatred and propaganda of fascism, but as hooliganism. Jewish organizations in Ukraine, the Embassy of Israel made their statements condemning the provocation and sent them to the Security Service and Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine. The Day of the Holocaust and heroism of the Jewish people was "celebrated" by the Ukrainian TV channel STB with the movie "The privacy of Adolf Hitler". JFU and the Ukrainian Association of Jews - former prisoners of ghettos and Nazi concentration camps in a statement expressed indignation and surprise that the "demonstration of this program was made possible on the channel, which is owned by Viktor Pinchuk, famous Ukrainian businessman and public figure who in the past supported various charity projects to study the history of the Holocaust and tolerance education in Ukrainian society. JCU and the Ukrainian Association of Jews - former prisoners of ghettos and Nazi camps demanded that the leadership of "STB" made public apology. According to the Center of Jewish Studies, the board of the channel did not react to this statement and did not apologize to veterans and former prisoners. By decision of the leadership of All-Ukrainian Jewish organizations, a statement of provocation of STB is directed to the National Council on Television and Radio Broadcasting of Ukraine. 
(Staff writer based on materials of JFU  press service )  
Crimean Tatars demand the convening of a World Forum   
The Crimean Tatars in the meeting dedicated to the 66-th anniversary of the forced deportation to Central Asia and Siberia, demand a forum for the restoration of their rights in Crimea as soon as possible under the auspices of international organizations. According to UNIAN, leader of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatars, MP Mustafa Dzhemilev said: "There is a decree of the President, but it does not cover all problems. We'll talk about the need to convene a World Forum on the Crimean Tatar people, with the participation of prestigious international organizations. We have already reached an agreement in this regard with the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the European Parliament. Participants of the meeting felt that any further delay in the restoration of the rights of Crimean Tatars "can lead to catastrophic consequences - the loss of one of the original and ancient European peoples." The memorial meeting at the central square of Simferopol involved 12 000 men who were holding the national flags of the Crimean Tatars, Ukrainian flags and banners: "Return our homes and property", "Crimea - the status of the Crimean Tatar national-territorial autonomy within the borders of Ukraine", "Restore education in the Crimean Tatar language - salvation from assimilation", "Say no to military bases in the Crimea."

 (Staff writer) 

FAIR PLAY-2012

Ukraine’s national team to have Senegalese player
[image: image7.emf]On May 30, 2010, in an evening program on the TV channel “Ukraina”, the Chief Coach of the National Team of Ukraine Myron Markevich highlighted the possibility of getting Senegalese defender, 25-year old Papa Gueye play for the national team. Gueye is now playing for the Kharkiv Football Club Metalist. He said, «We really want to have Gueye naturalized. He himself gave consent and I think we will not have any problems with his naturalization, because Gueye has been residing in Ukraine for the past eight years». Precedents of such naturalization already exist, for example, in 2008, the Serbian forward Marko Devich changed his citizenship to Ukrainian and now plays in the national team. Gueye was born in 1984 and was raise din a family of teachers. His father was the director of a school and mother a teacher. He started playing football at the age of 6 years, attended football group in the school.  In the beginning of his professional career, coaches used him in various positions, including as forward and half-back. In the football club «Metalist» Gueye started as back-up midfielder, but with time became the central defender. He is one of the best defenders of the Ukrainian Championship. As per results of the year 2008, fans voted in his favor as the best international player of the Ukrainian Championship. Gueye played for many clubs: АС «Duan» (Senegal) (2002/03—2004/05), «Volyn» (Lutsk) (2004/05—2005/06), in October 2009, he was called to play a friendly match for the Senegalese national team against Korean national team.  

(Staff writer based on Liga)
Cabinet to place direct orders for Euro-2012 construction     

The Cabinet of Ministers has granted the National Agency for Preparation of the 2012 European Football Championships the right to place direct orders for performance of work involving construction of facilities for the championships, Vice Prime Ministers Borys Kolesnikov announced during presentation of the government team. "The agency has the function of placing direct orders, i.e. the agency places direct orders with contractors for work," Kolesnikov said. “Government ministries previously placed such orders,” he added. Kolesnikov also said that the agency has the right to select contractors without tenders. Attempting to explain the reasons for setting aside regular government procedures in this way, Kolesnikov said, “Considering the experience of organization of tenders in our country - in which world renowned companies lose to companies that have only folders and legal addresses, the national agency has the right to select contractors without organizing tenders." Kolesnikov went on to point out that granting of this function to the agency would significantly accelerate the preparation of facilities for the 2012 European football championships. However, he failed to mention the obvious fact that concentration of all decision making in one agency with no need for competitive bidding also provides an opportunity for fraud, abuse, and political favoritism. The Cabinet of Ministers established the agency in April 2010 and appointed Volodymyr Kovalevskyi as its chairperson on April 12, 2010.

(Commentary from Ukraine Business online)  

Hate signs during a match in Lviv, Ukraine
On May 29, 2010, Ukraine’s national team played a friendly match with Romanian national team and won by 3:2 goals. The match took place in Lviv, in the “Ukraina” stadium. As is seen in the photo, during the match, certain fans demonstrated big flags with portraits of Shukhevich and Bandera in white background, and in their midst were placed colored smaller flags containing hate signs, celtic cross and the iron cross (Eisernes Kreuz). To recall, these signs are associated with the neo-Nazi movement and according to UEFA rules, are banned to be in use in football and stadiums. 
(Staff writer)
8th International FairPlay-Youth Tournament in Vienna     

More than 300 kids from seven different countries played the 8th International FairPlay-Youth Tournament from 22 to 24 May under the motto "Vienna meets Balkan". This intercultural tournament, backed by the City of Vienna, is part of the campaign Football Unites the Alps, Adriatic and the Balkans. Local communities, ethnic minorities, local football teams and international guests from Serbia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Montenegro, Kosovo, Hungary and Slovakia came together to play and to deepen the intercultural exchange. Local organizers of the event were the Vienna amateur football club Prater SV, Balkan Alpe Adria Project (BAAP) and FARE partner organization FairPlay-vidc. Patron of the event is the Montenegro international player Branko Bošković from Rapid Vienna, who said:„I am very happy to support the international Vienna meets Balkan-FairPlay Cup. With the power and strength of football we have an instrument to fight racism, discrimination and nationalism. Football is a sport for everyone: origin, color of the skin, religion, boy or girl, young or old – that just doesn’t count. I want to emphasize that it is not important who won the tournament, it is important that all of the participants contribute to the joint goal of fighting discrimination and nationalism and are taking home the spirit of intercultural respect and understanding.” The FairPlay-Streetkick court will bring even more intercultural exchange and fun. It has already been part of the FARE fan-hosting and anti-racism program at the EURO 2004 and 2008 as well as at the World Cup 2006. Also a creative workshop to develop joint banners and flags against discrimination and to support all teams was provided. Additionally an information point was present at the tournament area. A specially produced bilingual bulletin was handed out to the children and visitors. Inter Bratislava youth team mixed with Roma youth and Slovak FARE partner organization People Against Racism managed to initiate a joint team from both clubs, Inter Bratislava and FCFC Stefanov, a team consisting mainly of Roma players. This initiative of a mixed youth team joining the "Vienna meets Balkan" tournament was funded by FARE through a special project pool for Roma inclusion projects.
 (Staff writer) 

Football Supporters Europe meet in Kyiv   
Within the framework of the “Fans’ Embassies go East“ project aimed at preparation for successful EURO 2012, during  May 10-11, 2010, a core group meeting of Football Supporters Europe (FSE) was held in Kyiv to discuss cooperation between European fans’ organizations and the Ukrainian organizers, football officials and fans’ groups. Main goals of this meeting organized by FSE in partnership with EEDI (East European Development Institute) were: to popularize football, improve fans’ relations and share experience, to promote healthy lifestyles and to tackle the issues of violence, xenophobia and racism at football stadiums. FSE coordinator Daniela Wurbs and Fan Embassy project director Thomas Gassler highlighted the concept of fans’ embassies in general while details of its implementation during the European championship in 2008 in Austria and Switzerland as well as in Germany during the last world cup in 2006 were explained by Michael Gabriel (Fans Embassy Germany), Thomas Herzog (Fans Embassy Spain) and Dmitry Stratievski (Fans Embassy Ukraine/Russia). Kevin Miles of fans Embassy England underscored the importance of cross-cultural understanding fostered by the fans’ embassies, which helped build a healthy fan atmosphere, citing examples of interaction between British and Japanese football fans in Japan. Fan Embassy Croatia representative Marino Sabanovic, fans’ groups representatives from FC Karpaty (Lviv) Oleg Soldatenko and Taras Tanchak, from FC Shakhtar (Donetsk) Denis Sarokin, from FC Metalist (Kharkiv) Dmitry Scotar and Dmitry Fishenko as well as FC Dynamo (Kyiv) Evhen Bantysh, Football Supporters Kyiv Ihor Gomonai, organizer of the Independence cup in Kyiv Andriy Mikhalniuk, and representative of Football Against Prejudices Pavel Klymenko were all there. Apart from that, representative of the State Committee for Nationalities and Religion Victor Klymovych, Ministry of the Interior Serhiy Novikov, Deputy Chairman of Stadiums of the Football Federation of Ukraine Vadym Holdin UEFA volunteers’ project coordinator for Euro-2012 Andriy Bantser, also attended and welcomed the idea of the project. Several issues that will still have to be worked out are the degree and use of policing inside the stadiums, integration of fans of all clubs into a common value system and culture as well as highlighting these projects as important social variables in the hitherto infrastructure heavy edifice of Europ-2012. Later during the week, in a meeting with the EEDI representative Mridula Ghosh, the Vice Prime Minister for Euro-2012 Boris Kolesnikov assured that the government will take all measures to have the policy of inclusion for all communities and to put football above politics all for fans and to get rid of all racism and discrimination.
 (Staff writer) 

Successful FARE consultation meeting held in Kyiv      
A Football Against Racism in Europe (FARE) consultation meeting took place in Kyiv on 2 May, 2010 in Kyiv, conducted by the 'NEVER AGAIN' Association within the framework of the FARE East European Development Project. Among those who attended were: the Football Against Prejudices coalition, the Congress of National Minorities in Ukraine, the Euro-Asian Jewish Congress, the East European Development Institute, Amnesty International, Social Alternative, No Borders, Social Action Centre, 'Zakhist Praci' Trade Union, Arsenal Kiev FC, Youth Human Rights Movement-Ukraine, anti-fascist groups from Kyiv and Dnipropetrovs’k, anti-racist fans from Arsenal Kiev and Dnipro from Dnipropetrovs’k. There were also representatives of the Polish 'NEVER AGAIN' Association, the Youth Human Rights Movement from Russia, the Green movement and the 'Partisan' anti-fascist magazine and monitoring group from Belarus and Helsinki Citizens' Assembly from Moldova. The meeting was prepared by the Football Against Prejudices coalition, with assistance from the 'Zakhist Praci' Trade Union and the Kyiv branch of the Rosa Luxembourg Foundation. The work of FARE and the 'NEVER AGAIN' Association was presented with a special focus on the East Europe Monitoring Centre, the FARE East European Development Project as well as the challenges and opportunities posed by EURO2012 in Poland and Ukraine. While EEDI representative pointed out that ethnic minority fans are excluded from enjoying football on a very basic level because their physical safety is endangered, possible measures to address it were proposed by other participants. The question of racist and far-right hegemony in Ukrainian stadiums was mentioned as the most acute issue. Racist banners and 'White Power' symbols such as the Celtic cross are frequently displayed while far-right groups dominate the fan culture, including in EURO2012 host cities such as Lviv and Kharkiv. Alarming evidence show growing links between fan groups and far-right political movements such as the extreme-right Svoboda party. Several priority themes and ideas for future action were identified in the discussion, including: documentation, monitoring and awareness raising in cooperation with mass media, lobbying clubs and the Football Federation of Ukraine to take steps against racist behavior and banners (here the role of FARE and UEFA was stressed by many participants), organizing street football tournaments with the participation of ethnic minority teams to promote anti-racism and diversity. "It was one of the best discussions on racism and xenophobia in football I have heard for years" - said Dr Rafal Pankowski, coordinator of the East Europe Monitoring Centre.
 (Staff writer) 

IN SEARCH OF DIALOGUE

EU urges to protect the fundamental rights of sexual minorities   
In the statement by EU High Representative for Common Foreign and Security Policy, Vice-President of European Commission Catherine Ashton on behalf of the European Day Against Homophobia, the EU calls for the protection of fundamental rights of sexual minorities. The document notes that "The European Union is deeply concerned about violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity, no matter where they occur and, in particular, the death penalty on this basis. "The EU also called upon the world to take necessary measures to ensure that sexual orientation and gender self-identification will not become an excuse for criminal prosecution, and human rights violations against sexual minorities will be thoroughly investigated". By this statement the EU and candidate countries Croatia and the former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia as well as Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Armenia. 

 (Staff writer) 

THE WORLD OF MIGRATION 

Kazakhstan's Uzbek refugees wait indefinitely   
According to the UNHCR, 82 people from Uzbekistan were granted refugee status in Kazakhstan in 2009. Another 68 cases are pending. Kazakhstan, along with Ukraine and Russia, are the most common destinations for Uzbeks seeking political asylum. The UNHCR says there are more than 6,000 Uzbek refugees worldwide. The largest wave fled in May 2005, following a government crackdown on protesters in the eastern Uzbek town of Andijan. Over 400 people fled to neighboring Kyrgyzstan and were eventually resettled elsewhere. Today, among the top reasons listed by Uzbeks seeking asylum in Kazakhstan is religious persecution back home. Over 90% of Uzbekistan's 27 million people are Muslims. In certain parts of the country, such as the Ferghana Valley in the east, conservative Islam is widespread. But the government only tolerates its own state-sanctioned brand. The Uzbek authorities claim that religious extremism is one of the biggest threats to the country's stability. But human rights groups say many innocent Muslims are victimized by government purges carried out under the pretext of fighting terrorism and extremism. The Moscow-based human rights centre “Memorial” lists the names of about 1,400 people imprisoned in Uzbekistan between 2004 and 2008 on political and religious grounds. "Any security incidents in Uzbekistan are followed by a wave of arrests," says Vitaliy Ponamaryov, director of the Central Asia program at Memorial. "After a suicide bombing in Andijan in May 2009 and a shooting incident in Tashkent in August, people accused of plotting these attacks were arrested and more names appeared on the government's wanted list." But those who make it out of the country face further difficulties. In December 2009, Kazakhstan adopted a new law on refugees. Many observers say it is a positive move, but the legislation does not address the most important issues faced by refugees, such as employment. Most of the refugees have to survive on small allowances provided by the UNHCR. Some attempt to work in markets or sell home-made pastries, but they risk being fined by local police. And there have been other problems with the police. In September 2009, several houses where Uzbek refugees lived were raided by Kazakhstan's National Security Service (KNS). Refugees claimed they were beaten, blindfolded and interrogated. But KNS spokesman Kenzhebulat Beknazarov denied any of the refugees were mistreated. Despite the difficulties, human rights groups say Kazakhstan is a much safer destination for Uzbek refugees than other Central Asian countries. "At least Uzbek asylum seekers are not kidnapped by their own security services in Kazakhstan, as has been the case in Kyrgyzstan. It is much safer for them here," says Vitaliy Ponamaryov. Denis Zhivago, from the Kazakh bureau for human rights, points out that none of the Uzbek asylum seekers or refugees who are wanted by the Uzbek authorities on charges of terrorism has been handed back. "The majority of refugees live in fear. They were probably intimidated back at home, and when they first arrive here they are surprised that there is much more freedom, but they still fear" he said. 

(Staff writer based on BBC News)
RULES, LAWS AND DATA 

Bulgaria: 22 human rights organizations call on parliament not to downsize the Bulgarian equality body  
In an Open Letter addressed to the National Assembly, 22 domestic human rights organizations call on the Bulgarian parliament not to downsize the Bulgarian equality body. The letter, initiated by the Bulgarian Helsinki Committee and supported by the largest and most influential non-governmental organizations in the country, was sent on 13 May 2010, the day when two parliamentary commissions were discussing the draft act for amending the Protection against Discrimination Act (PADA). The Open Letter was sent in response to government plans to reduce the number of Protection against Discrimination Commission (PADC) members. Such a move would seriously jeopardize the chances of thousands of people to receive protection against unequal treatment. On 30 April 2010, the Bulgarian Council of Ministers introduced a draft act to parliament for amendments to the PADA. The proposed amendments provide for the reduction of the number of members of the equality body, set up under the PADA, from nine to five commissioners. This is motivated with the need to “reduce the number of members of regulatory bodies and the length of their term of office” and with the “European practice”. 
 (Staff writer) 

Up to 2 years in prison for libel 
Vasyl Kiselyov, independent MP of Ukraine, proposes to restore criminal liability for defamation. A draft law "On Amendments to the Criminal and Criminal Procedural Codes of Ukraine regarding the establishment of criminal libel" intends to supplement the Criminal Code article 151-1 "slander" and make appropriate changes to the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine concerning the investigative jurisdiction in the case of crime, provided by this new article of the Criminal Code of Ukraine. In the article "slander" of the Criminal Code the draft proposes that slander, i.e. dissemination of deliberately untruthful fabrications, defamation of another person is punishable by a fine not exceeding fifty non-taxable minimum incomes of citizens, or community service for up to 200 hours, or correctional labor for up to one year. Libel in print or otherwise reproduction of a work, in an anonymous letter, as well as made by the person previously convicted of libel is punishable by a fine from fifty to three hundred non-taxable minimum incomes of citizens or community service for a period of 150 to 240 hours, or correctional labor for up to one year. Defamation, coupled with the accusation of crime against national security of Ukraine or other grievous or particularly grievous crime is punishable by correctional labor for a term of one to two years, or imprisonment for up to two years. 

 (Staff writer based on RIA Novosti)

REPORTS OF INCIDENTS AND LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Kyiv Prosecutor’s Office files case against police on student’s death in detention
Kyiv city’s Shevchenko District Prosecutor’s Office filed a criminal case on charges of abuse of power against the Shevchenko district police in Kyiv, following the recent death of a student under detention, according to the Press service of the Prosecutor’s office. The case was filed on the bases of results of investigation into the causes of death of the student in this police department. As per the Press service, the case was filed on the bases of Article 365 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, which envisages a maximum imprisonment of up to 10 years. The TV channel “1+1” on May 26, 2010 reported, that in one of the student dormitories of Kyiv, a field police officer took away a student to the Shevchenko district poice station and in the next morning asked his parents to take his body from the morgue. That same evening, the students narrated, that the student, whose name was Igor Indilo, was visited by his school life friend, they both had a drink, and Igor went to see his friend off. On their way the students met the police field officer, who was returning home. A quarrel started and the policeman asked Igor to go to the police station. Igor agreed. When at 21.30 h. the police filed officer returned to the dormitory, the teachers even started requesting the policeman to free him. “The field officer refused, and he said that Igor was unruly in the police station, and therefore will be set free only after three days”, - said the media report. The TV channel came to know what happened in the district police station during that tragic night. “Four times the ambulance was called, but the doctors refused to take the boy”. Apart from that, students said to the TV channel, that “the police is exerting pressure on the students, so that they say that there was a fight, and while Igor was taken away to the police, he enetered the police car with a broken head.” The Public relations department of the Chief Kyiv Police Directorate said, that student was taken into the police station under charges of violating public order. According to them, the student died in the district police department, because he fell down while he was drunk, and «during the time he was in the police station, the student felt bad, he fell down a couple of times, due to which he received serious head injuries». The police declared that, “the post-mortem results do not show indicatios of violence afflicted on him, but at the same time mentioned head injuries and haemorrage.” The Public relations department of Kyiv Police negates the information that, death ensued as a result of the actions of the police. The law enforcers said that, “the ambulance was called by the police because the student had a head injury while being under alcoholic intoxication, but the ambulance did not want to hospitalize him.” On June 1, 2010, the Ombudsman of Ukraine Nian Karpacheva called for the resignation of the leadership of the Shevchenko district of the City police for systematically violating human rights. The same day head of the Ministry of the Interior in Kyiv, Olexiy Krykun presented a report to the parliament on this incident at the Shevchenko district police station, leading to the death of the student, Igor Indilo. According to his report, no acts of violation were noted in the actions of the police. A mass protest action was also held on June 1, 2010, in front of the police station.
 (Staff writer)

 (The above are reports of incidents received by our editorial from first hand sources. We do not always manage to verify the facts stated in them. Individuals and/or institutions, interested in knowing more about these incidents are requested to write official letters to our editorial, in order to receive details. – Editorial)

DIVERSITY – IS …

... CULTURE, TRAVEL, A FRESH OUTLOOK ON LIFE... 

Discovering North Vietnam’s Culture         
Far from a conventional tourism product, the “Going back to the roots” program organized in early 2010 seeks to showcase the unique cultural attributes of three localities – Yen Bai, Lao Cai and Phu Tho. Bui Thi Kim Dung, vice chairwoman of the People’s Committee of Lao Cai and the official in charge of tourism cooperation among the three provinces in 2010, says that the program will be sufficiently diverse to reflect the potential of this region. Dung says the program is one of the 10 major tourism events which northwestern provinces will organize in 2010 to mark Hanoi’s 1,000th anniversary, and will therefore be brimming with innovative approaches aimed at capturing the interest of tour operators. The opening ceremony was held on February 27 (the 14th day of the first lunar month) at the square of the Lao Cai - Cam Duong New Urban Town, in conjunction with the main activities, including Thuong Temple Festival (Lao Cai), “Festival in the Cloud” in Sapa, the Bac Ha Open horse race, a contest for explorers wishing to conquer Fansipan and Lao Cai City’s tourism festival. Yen Bai also launched many activities such as the Dong Cuong Temple Festival, the Dai Cai- Luc Yen Temple Festival, celebration of its 110th anniversary and Muong Lo Culture - Tourism Week. Phu Tho, meanwhile, kicked off a variety of traditional festivals on the occasion of the Lunar New Year, the Hung Kings Festival and the Hung Temple Festival. One of the highlights of the program is the international mountain-climbing contest themed “Thang Long Hanoi - millennium anniversary.” This event was part of the activities organized to mark the capital’s 1,000th anniversary which have already received approval from the Prime Minister. The contest lured competing teams from ASEAN countries and China, in addition to tourism enterprises, diplomatic delegations and international organizations in Hanoi and HCM City. Tran Huu Son, director of the Lao Cai Department of Culture, Sports and Tourism, says that the contest is special as it features special ceremonies of ethnic minority races such as H’mong and Dao. Five years of tourism cooperation among Lao Cai, Yen Bai and Phu Tho has reaped considerable success in cultural interchange and socio-economic development. A host of unique tourism products have been created to attract tourists, foster socio-economic development, create jobs and improve living standards. Many tours to the region have come about, including “Colors of the highlands” and “Heritage Trip to Northwestern Vietnam.” The provinces have focused on restoring historical landmarks, improving facilities such as hotels, offering supporting services and developing products such as souvenirs to cater to demands from tourists. Many other localities have also indicated their interest in learning from Lao Cai, Yen Bai and Phu Tho to flesh out sustainable, regional tourism development strategies. In 2010, “Going back to the roots” program will take more concrete steps to capitalize on the potential of all three localities, including spiritual trips, visits to highland markets and terraced fields.

(Staff writer based on Saigon Times online)
... MUSIC AND SONGS... 
2

Not just another Roma band: Gitans’ packed dance floors all over Central Europe  
...loading...
please wait

Every night in Prague, musicians are carting instruments to bars, cafés and concert halls. For local club- and concertgoers, the question is whether the music they hear on any given evening will be just another tragically hip misfit of sonic expression or in fact something more memorable. Despite a local epidemic of tonal mimicry, there is one ongoing Prague music event that stands out against this background of noise: The Roma band Gitans never fails to nail their sound, central to its time and place. The cavernous basement space of PopoCaféPetl, with its brick walls and finely tuned sound system, has been hosting Gitans and their loyal audience nearly every week since 2007. Dressed as sharp as the lilting edge of their sound, the band members can be found every Sunday evening tuning up and joking onstage. They may be casual in their warm-up banter, but as soon as the show starts, Gitans' no-nonsense Roma rhythms drive people to the soon-overcrowded dance floor. Dancing or not, it's clear that everyone within earshot is getting a serious recharge of their musical batteries. According to Gitans founder Milan Bingác Demeter, the current flows both ways. "Playing in PopoCaféPetl every Sunday is giving us lots of energy," he says. "We never play the same; we always put the emotions we have at the moment into it. Every week, new music ideas are created, and the week after that, the ideas are taken further. Our music develops this way." Away from their resident gig, in the birthplace of Liszt and Bartók, where Roma music has historically been given its due more than almost anywhere else, Gitans passed a massive stage litmus test in 2009. At last year's Sziget Festival, Europe's annual Woodstock on the Hungarian Danube, Gitans rocked the festival's 2,000-person capacity Roma venue. Upon exiting the stage, Gitans found Sziget's management eagerly waiting with a contract for a return appearance in 2010. "The reason is because we put our heart and soul into it," Demeter says when asked why the band elicits such positive responses. Their debut CD, Viva Romale, independently produced in 2005, barely two months after the band was formed, affirms the bands' intense focus. On first listen, what stands out about their signature sound is tightly syncopated rhythms on drums and electric bass, and percussive Spanish guitar. On top of this are cool vocals and burning violin riffs, adequate to cut through any Prague winter fog (mental or otherwise). On the CD, there are tracks that point to the band's Roma-pop inclinations - no surprise, given that many of Gitans' players are veterans of other Czech Roma acts such as Triny, Kale, Bengas and Ida Kelarova's Romano Rat. Most of the time, though, on CD or onstage, there is a jazz-like precision-meets-soulful-abandon elevating their sound. But Gitans is definitely not a Django Reinhardt/Stéphane Grappelli clone. "The basis of our music is Czechoslovak traditional Gypsy music, with influences of Balkan, Latino and world music," Demeter says. For three years running, experiencing Gitans' dynamic progress unfold every week in real time has been one of Prague's lesser-known musical joys. Talking about the future, Demeter is as upbeat as Gitans' sound when he says, "Another CD certainly is in order. As well, we would like to play all the possible regional festivals, tour internationally, show our culture and give the joy of our music to the people." 
Listen to the Gitans: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJg3mL8_-JU&feature=PlayList&p=D87DD841B32745A0&playnext_from=PL&playnext=1&index=46 
(Staff writer based on Prague Post)
... SOME MOMENTS TO REMEMBER... 
Save the Date: Diversity Marketplace in Budapest  
In the context of the Different People - One Europe! campaign, a public Diversity Marketplace took place in Hungarian capital Budapest on 28 May 2010. Civic organizations and young people from all over Europe carried out actions in their communities to promote the values of tolerance, human rights and diversity, especially with regards to ethnic minorities. The marketplace offered over 25 campaigning experiences to improve intercultural understanding and combat harmful stereotypes about minorities.
 (Staff writer)

... & SOME THINGS TO TEASE YOUR BRAIN... 

Which of the following best expresses a person, totally insensitive to diversity?
"He has no enemies, but is intensely disliked by his friends.." - Oscar Wilde
"He is not only dull himself; he is the cause of dullness in others." - Samuel Johnson
"Why do you sit there looking like an envelope without any address on it?" - Mark Twain
Or

May be, you can propose your own expression …

Send your answers to info@eedi.org.ua by June 20, 2010 and we will publish them.
PHOTO-CONTEST ON CULTURAL DIVERSITY “CITIZEN OF THE WORLD” 

Apply today! The objective of this contest is to capture the essence of cultural diversity through the medium of photography. Who is a citizen of the world?
This person is open to communication and has a feeling of connection with cultures spanning the globe. A citizen of the world sees past skin color, and across national lines, to embrace the facts that bind us all as humans. True citizens of the world always strive to govern themselves with morality and innate fellow-feeling. 

Who can participate? Anybody and everybody! Regardless of age, sex, race or religion if the above description sounds like you the IOM invites you to participate in the Photo-Contest on Cultural Diversity. 

There are no limitations to your imagination. Your picture can be taken in a park, school, University, or near your home, as long as it reflects your own thoughts, feelings or experiences on the topic of diversity. 

Duration: Submissions will be accepted between 22 March 2010 and 1 February 2011. 

Format: The size of the picture must not be more than 5 МВ.

Winners will be selected in two categories:

1. by “Vox populi” on the social networking website Facebook

 To be considered for this category please post up to five photographs on the Facebook group http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=112443798769327.

2.  by a panel of judges. The winner of this category will receive the prize of a camera.

To be considered for this category please email up to five photographs to kiev.diversity@iom.int  This e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it [image: image1.png]


with the title “Citizen of the World.” The winning picture will also be posted in the “Video-Gallery” section of the official web-site of the IOM Mission in Ukraine (www.iom.org.ua). Within this category, even if you are not a winner, your photograph may be displayed at mobile photography exhibitions during “Living Library” events in twelve different cities across Ukraine. For budding photographers out there this is a fantastic opportunity to get your work in the public eye and your name in circulation (contact details of the photographers will be presented below their pieces if requested).  
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В ОДНОМУ ЧОВНІ


IN THE SAME BOAT


В ОДНОЙ ЛОДКЕ
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